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is dun or drab with dark streaks, the quills of the wings
and tail being boldly marked with black and white, con-
cealed in repose, but very evident when-the bird flies or
rushes about with wings and tail outspread,—a habit
seemingly common in the family. Birds from sandy
tracts are palest. The bill is yellow with a black tip,
the large eyes beautiful golden yellow, the eyelids and
feet also yellow.
The length is about sixteen inches, with the wing about
nine, shank three, and bill two.
The Common Thick-knee has a fairly wide range, from
Central Europe to South Asia, including our Empire ; it is
a resident bird in the East, though migratory in England,
which it leaves for the south in autumn, unlike most birds
of this group. It chiefly frequents dry ground, and has
a habit of lying flat on the ground with its neck stretched
out when it wishes to conceal itself, like a Bustard. In-
deed, it so much reminds people of the Bustard family in
many respects that it is sometimes known as Bastard
Florican. The big Plover-like head, however, is very un-
like the small head of the Bustard, and the body is not so
broad and flat. This bird is good eating. The note is
somewhat like that of the Curlew.
The breeding-time in India is from February to August,
and the eggs, usually only two in number, are laid on the
bare ground. Their colour varies, the ground being buff
or olive-green, with black blotches and sometimes purplish
markings. They are about two inches long. The young
birds have the hock-joints big and swollen, whence the
name Thick-knee, which is about the best of the English
names, being most distinctive, though the Cape-Dutch
name, for the local species there ccDikkop" (Thick-
head) is better. I only once got this bird in the Calcutta
Bazaar—a live specimen which I purchased for the
Calcutta Zoo.

